THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Anti-Fascists and all Spaniards. Facing the duties which are
incumbent upon everyone, we guarantee that nobody, absolutely
nobody, shall be able to refuse these duties or evade by any trickery
the responsibility of his word and his promises.

Constitutionally, the authority of Dr. Negrin's Government is
without any lawful basis; in practice it lacks also any sort of
confidence or good sense, and the spirit of sacrifice which should be
required of those who want to rule the destinies of a people as
heroic and self-denying as the Spanish people.

In these circumstances, Dr. Negrin and his Ministers have no
authority for keeping themselves in power. We affirm our own
authority as honest and sincere defenders of the Spanish people, as
men who are determined to give their own lives as guarantee, and
to make their destiny that of all the rest, so that nobody shall escape
the sacred duties which are incumbent upon all alike.

We have not come with fine words, we have not come to play
at heroism. We have come to show the way which may avoid
disaster, and follow that way with all the rest of the Spanish
people, whatever the consequences may be.

We give our assurance that we will not desert or tolerate
desertion. We give our assurance that not one of the men who
ought to remain in Spain shall leave Spain until all who wish to
leave shall leave on their own accord.

We oppose the policy of resistance, to save our cause from
ending in mockery or vengeance. For this, we ask for the support
of all Spaniards and for this we give our assurance that nobody,
absolutely nobody, shall escape the fulfilment of his duties.
"Either we all are all saved, or we all go under," Dr. Negrin
said, and the National Council of Defence has given itself as its
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